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One  of  the  first  and  most  successful  cases  of  terrorism  prevention  in  American 
history  is  also  one  of  the  least  known. 1 The  case  involved  what  the  U.S. 
government  later  called  a conspiracy  "to  levy  a war  of  urban  terrorism  against 
the  United  States."2  A group  of  men  plotted  to  bomb  a number  of  targets  in 
the  New  York  City  area,  including  the  federal  building  at  26  Federal  Plaza  in 
Manhattan,  which  housed  the  New  York  headquarters  of  the  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation  (FBI);  the  United  Nations  (UN)  Fleadquarters  building;  the 
Lincoln  Tunnel  and  Holland  Tunnel;  the  George  Washington  Bridge;  and 
several  military  installations. 3 The  case,  known  as  the  Day  of  Terror  plot, 
ended  in  1 995,  when  1 0 defendants  were  convicted  following  a nine-month  trial  that  remains  the  longest 
and  most  complex  international  terrorism  trial  in  American  history.  Federal  Judge  Michael  B.  Mukasey  said 
the  planned  attacks  would  have  caused  destruction  on  a scale  "not  seen  since  the  Civil  War,"  and  would 
have  made  the  1993  World  Trade  Center  bombing  "seem  insignificant."4 

The  fundamental  reason  that  security  officials  were  successful  in  foiling  the  plot  is  clear:  the  FBI  had  an 
informant,  Emad  Salem,  among  the  plotters.  But  how  did  this  informant  happen  to  be  there?  If  Salem's 
presence  had  been  simply  good  luck,  then  the  Day  of  Terror  plot  might  offer  few  lessons  for  future 
counterterrorism  efforts.  But  government  officials  maintained  that  the  success  of  the  case  was  due  to  more 
than  just  luck  or  coincidence,  but  rather  was  the  result  of  a long-term  project  to  cultivate  contacts  among 
the  Muslim  community.  "There  was  some  damn  good  police  work  involved,"  said  one  FBI  agent.5 

The  FBI  was  able  to  gather  information  about  the  Day  of  Terror  plot  from 
several  confidential  informants,  but  the  key  source  of  intelligence  was 
Salem,  a former  Egyptian  military  officer  who  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1 987.  He  was  a burly,  bearded,  enigmatic  figure  who  worked  as 
a private  investigator,  and  also  supported  himself  as  a jewelry  designer. 
During  the  trial  in  1 995,  the  New  York  Times  described  him  as  "a 
commanding  presence.  His  bald  pate  is  tanned  and  his  rim  of  neatly 
trimmed  black  hair  slicked  back.  He  tends  toward  expensive  suits, 
especially  double-breasted  models  that  cover  an  expanding  bulk."6 
Another  account  described  him  as  "handsome,  muscular,  meticulously  well 
groomed,  and  quite  the  charming  actor."7  He  appears  to  have  been 
something  of  a chameleon,  at  times  dressing  in  Islamic  robes,  at  other 
times  in  jeans  and  T-shirts;  to  some  he  appeared  to  be  a religious  man, 
while  to  others  he  came  across  as  being  not  religious  at  all. 8 

According  to  press  accounts,  Egyptian  officials  said  Salem  had  entered  the  Egyptian  army  as  a private  and 
was  "pensioned  out"  as  an  officer  18  years  later,  although  he  maintained  a relationship  with  Egyptian 
military  intelligence.  He  arrived  in  New  York  City  from  Cairo  on  25  September  1 987,  leaving  behind  a wife 
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and  two  children  in  Egypt.  According  to  press  accounts  citing  U.S.  government  sources,  he  had  agreed  to 
report  to  the  Egyptian  authorities  on  any  contacts  with  Egyptian  military  personnel  who  failed  to  return 
home  after  receiving  training  in  America.9  Within  a week  after  his  arrival  in  the  United  States,  Salem  met  a 
woman  named  Barbara  Rogers,  a secretary  at  Mount  Sinai  Medical  Center.  They  were  married  only  six 
weeks  later  on  8 November  1987,  in  a Muslim  ceremony.  Salem  told  Rogers  he  had  been  an  intelligence 
officer  in  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  that  he  had  been  in  charge  of  security  for  the  president  of  Egypt— stories 
he  later  would  repeat  to  his  FBI  handlers,  but  which  he  eventually  admitted  were  lies.  In  his  trial  testimony 
in  1 995,  he  said  he  had  actually  been  a radar  officer  in  Egypt.  1 0 

During  Salem's  first  several  years  in  the  United  States,  he  worked  as  a security  guard  at  several  different 
stores  in  New  York  City,  including  Bergdorf  Goodman  and  Henri  Bendel.  He  drove  a cab  briefly  but  quit 
when  an  angry  customer  threw  a two-cent  tip  in  his  face.  His  wife  explained  to  a newspaper  reporter  that 
such  an  insult  was  difficult  for  a proud  man  to  take.  "You  have  to  understand,"  she  said.  "This  man  had  his 
own  driver  in  Egypt."1 1 From  1 991  to  early  1 993,  he  made  several  trips  to  Egypt,  including  at  least  once 
with  Rogers.  He  and  Rogers  separated  in  1 990,  and  he  later  moved  into  the  apartment  of  a jewelry 
designer,  Karen  Ohltersdorf.  He  became  an  American  citizen  in  August  1991 , and  soon  afterward  he  and 
Rogers  began  divorce  proceedings.  In  late  1991 , he  married  Ohltersdorf,  although  he  was  still  married  to 
Rogers;  he  and  Rogers  were  eventually  divorced  in  1 993.1 2 

Salem  Becomes  an  Informant 

Salem  first  came  to  the  attention  of  the  FBI  in  August  1 991 , when  he  was  in  charge 
of  security  for  the  Best  Western  Woodward  hotel  in  Manhattan.  FBI  agent  Nancy 
Floyd  visited  the  Woodward  as  part  of  a program  in  which  she  went  to  second-rate 
hotels,  hoping  to  find  misbehaving  Russian  diplomats  who  might  be  willing  to  share 
secrets.  Salem  proved  able  to  provide  leads  on  just  the  sort  of  people  the  FBI  was 
looking  for,  and  Floyd  later  used  him  to  gain  information  on  Russians  suspected  of 
gun-smuggling  and  selling  counterfeit  green  cards.13 

Salem  indicated  to  Floyd  that  he  could  provide  information  about  the  "Blind 
Sheikh,"  Omar  Abdel  Rahman,  so  Floyd  introduced  him  to  John  Anticev  and  Louie 
Napoli  of  the  New  York  City  Joint  Terrorism  Task  Force  (JTTF).1 4 The  New  York 
JTTF,  the  first  to  be  established  in  the  nation,  had  been  formed  in  1 980  in 
response  to  incidents  of  domestic  terrorism.  Anticev  and  Napoli  attempted  to 
recruit  Salem  to  be  an  undercover  informant,  offering  to  match  his  hotel  salary  of 
$500  a week,  but  Salem  hesitated  at  first,  telling  them  he  already  had  a full-time  job. 

In  October  1991 , Salem  was  injured  at  work  when  he  fell  off  a stepladder  and  hit  his  head  while  trying  to 
adjust  a boiler.  The  manager  of  the  hotel  later  said  Salem's  behavior  changed  after  the  accident:  he  began 
shirking  work,  and  other  employees  started  complaining  about  him.  He  apparently  was  let  go  from  the  hotel 
job.  1 5 As  Salem  told  the  story  later  during  the  trial,  he  found  himself  out  of  work  for  a while  because  of  his 
injuries,  and  when  the  FBI  agents  came  back  in  November  to  renew  their  offer,  he  decided  to  take  them  up 
on  it.1 6 

Salem  insisted  on  one  condition,  however:  that  his  identity  would  never  be  disclosed.  The  FBI  agents  told 
him  that  if  he  wore  a wire  (a  hidden  recording  device),  he  might  have  to  testify  sometime  down  the  line,  so 
Salem  refused  to  wear  one.  The  agents  therefore  agreed  to  his  condition,  telling  him  they  would  use  him 
purely  as  an  intelligence  asset.  If  surveillance  was  necessary  to  develop  trial-worthy  evidence,  other  agents 
would  move  in  to  conduct  it.1 7 This  condition  would  later  play  a critical  role  in  Salem's  being  terminated  as 
an  informant  in  1992. 
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The  Nosair  Trial 

Soon  after  they  brought  him  onto  the  government  payroll,  Salem's  FBI  handlers  approached  him  with  a 
request.  The  trial  of  El  Sayyid  Nosair,  suspected  in  the  murder  of  Rabbi  Meir  Kaha 

ne,  was  beginning  in  New  York,  and  Nosair  had  developed  quite  a large  circle  of 
admirers  and  supporters  among  radical  Islamists  and  others.  Would  Salem  be 
able  to  infiltrate  the  group  of  followers  around  Nosair,  and  help  the  FBI  keep  tabs 
on  what  they  were  up  to?  Salem  agreed,  and  he  quickly  turned  out  to  be  very  good 
at  undercover  work.  A source  told  journalist  Peter  Lance,  "We  had  given  him  six 
weeks  to  get  under  [infiltrate  the  group].  Fie  did  it  in  two  days."18 

Salem  began  to  attend  the  trial  and  visit  mosques,  and  he  befriended  Nosair's 
cousin,  Ibrahim  El-Gabrowny.  El-Gabrowny,  a vocal  supporter  of  Nosair,  headed  a 
fundraising  committee  and  called  for  support  for  Nosair  from  mosques  and  Muslim 
associations.  At  one  point  during  the  trial,  El-  Gabrowny  introduced  Salem  to 
Nosair,  describing  Salem  as  "a  new  member  in  the  family."1 9 Soon  El-Gabrowny 
told  Salem  that  he  and  some  friends  were  assembling  materials  for  a bomb.  Fie 
was  vague  about  what  their  target  might  be,  but  Salem  thought  he  sounded 
serious,  and  when  El-Gabrowny  asked  him  to  join  the  group,  he  accepted. 20 

Before  the  Nosair  trial  ended,  Salem  was  invited  for  dinner  at  El-Gabrowny's  house.  During  dinner, 
El-Gabrowny  indicated  that  he  was  concerned  about  being  bugged  by  the  FBI,  so  he  turned  up  the 
television  and  then  began  to  discuss  the  building  of  high-powered  explosives.  El-Gabrowny  asked  Salem  if 
he  knew  how  to  make  bombs,  and  Salem  said  that  he  did,  because  of  his  army  experience  in  Egypt.21  By 
early  1 992,  Sheikh  Abdel  Rahman,  the  spiritual  leader  of  the  group  planning  to  carry  out  the  attacks,  had 
also  welcomed  Salem  into  the  group,  and  Salem  even  traveled  to  Detroit  with  Abdel  Rahman  and  others  to 
attend  a conference  on  the  Islamic  economy.22 

"Don't  Call  Me  When  the  Bombs  Go  Off" 

By  June  1 992,  Salem  still  had  not  learned  what  the  group  was  planning  to  do,  but  he  had  been  told  that  the 
operation  would  involve  1 2 bombs  and  that  guns  would  be  needed  in  case  the  participants  encountered 
police.23  In  early  July  1 992,  however,  a dispute  developed  between  Salem  and  the  FBI  that  would  result  in 
Salem  being  released  as  an  undercover  informant. 

The  problem  arose  when  Agents  Napoli  and  Anticev,  who  were  in  charge  of  the  Salem  operation,  gave 
their  superiors  a briefing  on  the  progress  they  had  made,  and  were  told  it  was  now  time  to  build  a case  that 
could  be  taken  to  court.  In  order  to  do  that,  Salem  would  have  to  wear  a wire,  which  he  had  previously  said 
he  would  never  do.  At  about  the  same  time,  another  problem  arose  for  Salem:  the  FBI  asked  him  to  take  a 
polygraph  examination,  apparently  because  they  were  suspicious  he  might  be  working  for  Egyptian 
intelligence.  Fie  was  given  three  tests  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1 992,  and  although  the  agent  who 
administered  the  tests  believed  he  had  passed,  when  experts  in  Washington  reviewed  the  results,  they 
determined  he  had  lied  on  at  least  one  of  the  tests.24  In  June  or  July  1 992,  Salem  went  to  the  FBI's  New 
York  City  headquarters  to  meet  with  senior  FBI  officials  Carson  Dunbar  and  John  Crouthamel.  They  told 
Salem  he  would  have  to  wear  a wire  and  be  prepared  to  testify  in  court  about  the  plot  that  was  developing, 
but  he  continued  to  refuse. 25 

In  July  1 992,  Salem  was  dismissed  as  an  informant,  but  he  continued  to  get  his  weekly  salary  of  $500  to 
tide  him  over  until  he  found  another  job.  To  explain  his  disappearance  to  the  conspirators,  Salem  told 
El-Gabrowny  he  needed  to  go  to  Spain  to  take  care  of  a problem  in  his  jewelry  business. 26  Nancy  Floyd 
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continued  to  meet  with  him  at  a Subway  sandwich  shop  near  the  FBI  New  York  office  to  give  him  the  cash. 
Salem  warned  her  that  something  was  going  on  with  Sheikh  Abdel  Rahman's  cell,  and  told  her  the  FBI 
should  be  keeping  track  of  the  cell  members.27 

Floyd  had  her  last  meeting  with  Salem  in  early  October  1 992,  and  again  he  warned  her  that  the  FBI  should 
be  worried  about  what  was  going  on.  She  told  him  she  had  been  transferred  to  another  area,  and  was  no 
longer  involved  in  the  case.  As  he  left  the  Subway  shop,  he  turned  toward  her  and  said,  "Don't  call  me 
when  the  bombs  go  off."28 

After  the  World  Trade  Center  Bombing,  Back  on  the  Payroll 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  the  World  Trade  Center  was  bombed,  26  February  1 993,  Salem  called  Floyd  in 
a panic  from  a room  at  St.  Clare's  Hospital  in  Manhattan,  where  he  had  been  admitted  for  an  inner-ear 
infection.  Fie  told  her  he  was  worried  that  no  one  had  listened  to  him,  and  that  they  might  now  think  he  had 
been  involved.  Floyd  told  Salem  the  FBI  had  accomplished  all  it  could  with  the  information  he  had  given 
them,  but  she  would  talk  to  her  supervisor  to  see  what  could  be  done  for  him.  She  called  her  boss  in  the 
National  Security  Division  (now  called  the  Counterintelligence  Division),  who  said  that  it  would  be  up  to  the 
Terrorism  section  to  handle  Salem  if  they  wanted  to.  So  Floyd  called  Napoli  and  told  him  that  Salem 
wanted  to  talk.29 

At  1 :00  a.m.  that  same  night,  Napoli  and  Anticev  were  in  a meeting  in  the  office  of  the  FBI's  assistant 
director  in  charge  of  the  New  York  field  office.  Running  the  meeting  was  Mary  Jo  White,  who  had  recently 
been  appointed  U.S.  attorney  for  Manhattan.  Napoli  mentioned  that  they  had  an  asset  "that  was  very  close 
to  these  people,"  and  told  White  about  Salem.  White  said  she  wanted  to  meet  him,  but  Napoli  answered, 
"Well,  we  were  paying  him  like  five  hundred  a week.  This  time,  you  know,  considering  what's  happened, 
he's  probably  gonna  want— a million  dollars."  To  which  White  answered,  "I  don't  give  a damn  what  he 
wants.  If  he  can  deliver,  give  it  to  him."30 

After  weeks  of  negotiation  between  Salem  and  lawyers  and  agents  representing  the  FBI,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  government  would  pay  Salem  over  one  million  dollars  to  once  again  become  an  undercover  source  and 
serve  as  a witness  at  any  future  trial.  They  also  guaranteed  that  he  would  be  put  into  the  witness  protection 
program  afterwards.  It  didn't  take  long  for  the  decision  to  rehire  Salem  to  pay  off.  In  April  1 993,  Salem  told 
Detective  Louie  Napoli  that  he  had  been  approached  by  Abdel  Rahman's  interpreter,  Siddig  Ibrahim  Siddig 
AN,  who  told  Salem  that  he  was  planning  a series  of  simultaneous  bombings  against  four  major  New  York 
City  landmarks:  the  Lincoln  and  Holland  tunnels,  the  UN,  and  26  Federal  Plaza,  where  the  New  York 
offices  of  the  FBI  were  located. 31 

Although  the  FBI  was  already  involved  in  the  massive  investigation— codenamed  TRADEBOM— into  the 
World  Trade  Center  attack,  an  investigation  was  now  begun  into  the  new  plot,  dubbed  TERRSTOP.  The 
FBI's  Special  Operations  Group  outfitted  Salem  with  an  array  of  listening  devices,  including  two  recorders 
in  the  trunk  of  his  car  and  a specially  designed  pair  of  pants  with  an  electronic  chip  in  them  that  recorded 
voices.  Salem  got  back  in  touch  with  Siddig  AN  and  began  providing  supplies  to  the  conspirators,  including 
a video  camera  for  surveillance  and  a van  that  the  FBI  had  wired  for  sound. 32 

The  investigation  was  almost  exposed  in  May,  when  Siddig  AN  confided  to  Salem  that  there  were  additional 
plans  to  assassinate  several  political  figures  sympathetic  to  Israel,  including  U.S.  Senator  Alfonse  D'Amato 
of  New  York  and  Brooklyn  Assemblyman  Dov  Hikind.  Authorities  informed  the  officials  about  the  threats 
against  them  but  stressed  how  sensitive  the  information  was:  because  only  a few  of  the  conspirators  knew 
about  these  plans,  it  was  felt  that  Salem  might  be  exposed  as  the  source  if  the  information  on  the  threats 
became  public. 
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Despite  the  FBI's  efforts,  however,  the  threat  to  Hikind  leaked  to  the  press,  and  on  25  May,  the  New  York 
Post  ran  headlines  announcing  this  new,  second  terrorist  plot.  Salem  believed  his  cover  had  been  blown. 

Fie  later  told  his  exwife,  Barbara  Rogers,  that  when  Siddig  AN  heard  the  news,  he  lined  up  Salem  and 
several  others  who  knew  about  the  plot  against  Hikind  and  put  a revolver  to  each  man's  head.  "Allah  is 
going  to  tell  us  who  the  traitor  is,"  Siddig  AN  said. 33  But  luckily  for  Salem  and  the  FBI,  when  no  one 
confessed,  Siddig  AN  concluded  it  might  have  been  a coincidence,  or  that  the  FBI  could  have  gotten  its 
information  through  some  sort  of  surveillance  of  the  group. 34 

The  FBI  and  the  JTTF  continued  monitoring  the  plot  until  the  group  had  begun  to  actually  mix  the 
explosives  that  would  go  into  their  bombs,  on  the  night  of  23-24  June  1 993.  It  was  then  that  the  safe  house 
was  raided  and  the  Day  of  Terror  plot  was  foiled. 

For  Salem,  the  stress  involved  in  living  a double  life  as  a terrorist  conspirator  and  government  informant 
brought  on  an  asthma  attack,  and  after  the  FBI  raided  the  bomb  factory,  he  ended  up  in  the  emergency 
room  of  Mount  Sinai  Hospital,  seeking  treatment  under  a false  name.35  But  he  recovered,  and  prospered 
from  his  role  in  the  case.  At  the  1 995  trial,  it  was  revealed  that  the  government  had  agreed  to  pay  Salem  a 
total  of  $1 ,056,200  for  his  work  as  an  informer,  and  until  he  received  that  payment,  he  was  given  $7,000  a 
month.  Before  that,  his  payment  as  a government  informant  had  been  $500  a week,  plus  expenses.  The 
federal  witness  protection  program,  which  reportedly  moved  him  1 4 times  from  the  time  he  entered  it  in 
June  1993  until  the  trial,  also  paid  him  $2,600  per  month  for  living  expenses.36 

The  Case  Goes  to  Trial 

Soon  after  the  24  June  arrests,  it  was  discovered  that  the  terrorist  conspirators  were  not  the  only  ones 
whom  Salem,  the  informant,  had  been  secretly  spying  on  and  tape  recording.  Fie  had  also  been  making 
secret  recordings  of  his  conversations  with  government  agents,  going  back  at  least  to  the  Nosair  trial.  Fie 
apparently  wanted  the  tapes  as  an  insurance  policy  in  case  the  government  backed  away  from  its 
promises  of  money  and  protection.  The  "bootleg"  tapes  came  to  light  when  Salem  hurriedly  left  his  West 
Side  Manhattan  apartment  after  the  Day  of  Terror  plot  was  broken  up,  leaving  behind  cassettes  of  the 
secret  recordings.  Judge  Michael  Mukasey  allowed  the  transcripts  of  the  hundreds  of  hours  of  tape  to  be 
given  to  the  defense  lawyers,  but  ordered  that  they  be  kept  secret.  The  New  York  Times  obtained  a copy  of 
the  transcripts  nevertheless,  and  their  existence  became  public.  Eventually  the  transcripts  of  the  tapes 
were  introduced  into  evidence  during  the  trial. 37 

The  tapes  revealed  some  new  details  about  the  terrorist  plot.  Salem  could  be  heard  saying  that  the 
conspirators  also  discussed  bombing  Grand  Central  Terminal,  the  Empire  State  Building,  and  Times 
Square.38  But  more  significantly,  they  showed  how  sensitive  and  troubled  the  relationship  was  between 
Salem  and  his  FBI  handlers.  At  some  points,  FBI  officials  appeared  to  encourage  Salem  to  risk  pushing  the 
cell's  members  to  make  incriminating  statements  and  possibly  entrap  themselves. 

The  trial  opened  in  New  York  federal  court  in  January  1 995,  and  ended  nine  months  later,  after  the  jury 
had  heard  testimony  from  more  than  200  witnesses  and  listened  to  more  than  1 00  hours  of  the  tape 
recordings  that  Salem  had  secretly  made.  The  jury  deliberated  for  seven  days  before  pronouncing  all  1 0 
defendants  guilty  of  attempting  to  carry  out  a campaign  of  terrorism. 

Conclusion 

What  might  have  been  America's  most  devastating  terrorist  attack  prior  to  9/1 1 was  foiled  because  an  FBI 
informant  provided  authorities  with  precise,  tacticallevel  intelligence  on  the  plot  as  it  was  developing.  But 
the  history  of  this  case  demonstrates  the  obstacles  that  law  enforcement  agencies  face  in  obtaining  and 
using  this  type  of  human  intelligence. 
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The  FBI  and  the  New  York  JTTF  had  originally  recruited  Emad  Salem  as  a confidential  informant  in  the  fall 
of  1991 , but  senior  officials  in  the  FBI  and  the  JTTF  were  not  receptive  to  the  information  he  was  providing. 
This  was  in  part  because  they  did  not  trust  Salem's  motives.  In  addition,  they  were  reflecting  the 
conventional  assessment  of  the  terrorist  threat  in  the  United  States  at  that  time.  Terrorism  was  seen  as  a 
primarily  international  problem,  backed  by  hostile  states  such  as  Libya;  although  officials  recognized  a 
limited  domestic  threat  from  disgruntled  or  deranged  individuals,  they  saw  domestic  terrorism  as  much  less 
threatening. 

This  case  also  demonstrated  several  techniques  that  have  been  shown  to  be  critical  today  in  the  fight 
against  terrorism.  One  technique  is  the  use  of  a joint  terrorism  task  force,  linking  the  FBI,  local  law 
enforcement,  and  other  government  agencies  together  in  a cooperative  effort.39  A second  technique  is 
electronic  surveillance:  much  of  the  evidence  introduced  in  the  case  came  from  secret  wiretaps,  some  of 
which  were  authorized  by  the  Foreign  Intelligence  Surveillance  Court.40 

In  addition,  the  Day  of  Terror  plot  demonstrated  the  utility  of  taking  a slow,  careful  approach  to  terrorism 
investigations:  letting  plots  go  forward  long  enough  so  that  the  full  scope  of  the  conspiracy  can  be 
determined  and  as  many  of  the  plotters  can  be  caught  as  possible.  "We  had  to  let  the  information  develop," 
said  a former  FBI  assistant  director  who  had  been  involved  in  the  case.  "Taking  them  off  the  street  at  an 
early  stage  of  the  investigation,  I don't  believe  would  have  afforded  us  the  opportunity  to  discover  and 
resolve  the  intent  to  blow  up  the  tunnels."41 

This  case  raised  a number  of  issues  that  continue  to  be  debated  today  concerning  the  prosecution  of 
terrorist  suspects,  such  as  how  to  balance  the  need  for  security  and  civil  liberties  in  terrorist  investigations, 
and  how  to  balance  the  need  for  physical  security  during  the  trial  with  the  right  of  the  accused  to  an  open 
and  public  trial. 42  The  case  also  was  an  early  example  of  how  terrorists  and  their  supporters  make  use  of 
modern  information  technology:  throughout  the  trial,  supporters  of  Abdel  Rahman  and  the  other  defendants 
used  the  internet  to  solicit  funds  for  their  defense. 43 

Finally,  the  Day  of  Terror  plot  remains  useful  for  study  today  because  it  provided  an  early  model  for  how  a 
group  of  loosely  affiliated  extremists  can  come  together,  train,  plan,  and  very  nearly  carry  out  a terrorist 
attack  intended  to  inflict  wide-scale  death  and  destruction.  The  conspiracy  proceeded  through  a number  of 
distinct  stages,  including  member  recruitment,  group  paramilitary  training,  target  selection,  and  weapons 
acquisition.  Similar  patterns  can  be  seen  in  a number  of  terrorist  plots  that  have  been  foiled  since  then, 
suggesting  that  such  a template  may  prove  useful  in  analyzing  and  preventing  complex  terrorist  plots  in  the 
future. 
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